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Westminster School

Visual & Performing Arts

The School has a strong music and band tradition, with
opportunities for individual and group participation.
There are many performance groups. Rehearsal times are
before and after school or at lunchtime. Students may
perform in as many groups as they like, depending on the
availability of positions and their skill level.

Some groups may not run every year. Entry to some
groups is by audition or invitation only.

Our Senior music groups include: Senior Stage Band,
Senior Concert Band, Senior Orchestra, Senior Vocal
Ensemble, Jazz Ensemble, Vocal Jazz Ensemble, Rock
bands, Flute Ensemble and Senior String Ensemble.

Information about our Preparatory School's music
program can be found later in this document.

Music s a significant feature of the Westminster
curriculum.

MISSION STATEMENT

The Music Program at Westminster School aims to
provide music education of the highest quality. It aims
to balance traditional musical concepts with innovative
musical experiences and to instil in the students the
relevance of music education in our society.

AIMS AND OBJECTIVES

To create a friendly and sympathetic learning
environment in which students are:

encouraged to appreciate and participate in a wide range
of musical experiences

provided with a range of learning opportunities
appropriate to student needs and abilities

encouraged to pursue excellence in music performances
encouraged to develop an awareness of their
responsibility as a member of a team

fostered and encouraged to involve their families in
support for the Music program.

To achieve these aims the School provides ongoing
support in a variety of ways.

Students are encouraged to participate in a
comprehensive program of musical activities, both
curricular and co-curricular.

Students who do not wish to study music as a formal
subject have the opportunity to learn an instrument
and receive tuition through the School. The School's
Music Department supports tuition in a full range of
instrumental and vocal music and encourages students
to perform publicly. Liturgical music is also prepared for
liturgical celebrations.

Westminster School has excellent facilities for music.
The music suite incorporates a large rehearsal area, a
Preparatory School music room, a computer/keyboard
laboratory, an instrument storeroom, offices and
individual tuition rooms. While recognising a good need
for balance, performance is given a high priority in the
student’s musical development.

The value of such experiences outside the curriculum has
been highlighted during performances in and around
Adelaide, as well as interstate and overseas. Such
performances extend the repertoire and experience of our
musicians and provide an invaluable opportunity to excel.

MUSIC ENSEMBLES

Westminster has a number of senior ensembles: the
Senior Concert Band, the Senior Stage Band, the

Senior Orchestra and the Senior Vocal Ensemble. Most
ensembles are filled by invitation, though some are
auditioned groups. It is expected that students taking
part in these ensembles are undertaking tuition on their
voice or instrument at this level.

In addition to these ensembles there are a number

of smaller ensembles that students may take part in:
the Intermediate Band, the Jazz Ensemble, the Rock
Band, Guitar Ensembles, the Flute Ensemble, the
Vocal Jazz Ensemble, the Saxophone Ensemble and the
String Ensemble. Students accepting an invitation or
membership to these ensembles are required to attend
all rehearsal and performance schedules for that year.



=il Ot
>{eopues <

Westminster School

Visual & Performing Arts

All students who undertake instrumental tuition at
the School are expected to be involved in at least one
ensemble and are strongly encouraged to be in more.

Senior students may wish to enrol in some of the Stage 2
performance units offered through the School. Ensemble
Performance and Solo Performance may be undertaken
as formal subjects, or individual units. Before enrolling,
students must seek the advice of the Director of Music.

Over 75% of students at Westminster are involved in
music in some form. Music is undertaken by all students
as a subject from Reception to Year 7. At Year 8, students
choose music as an elective subject. This can be followed
as a subject through to Year 12 (Stage 2 level). In most
cases all units of study at Stage 2 level are offered.

SPECIAL PROGRAMS

Year 2 String Program

As a part of the music curriculum all Year 2 students
undertake tuition on a stringed instrument. Violin, viola
and cello are offered, and taught to small groups during
class time. Specialist teachers direct the students on
their instruments. Each week an ensemble session is also
taken by a specialist string tutor. At the end of Semester 1
all Year 2 students are involved in a concert for parents.

The cost of the program is included in the School fees

and is heavily subsidised by the School. At the end of the
program students are encouraged to continue learning on
their chosen instrument.

Year 5 Brass and Woodwind Program

As a part of the music curriculum all Year 5 students
undertake tuition on a brass or woodwind instrument.
Flute, clarinet, trumpet and trombone are offered, and
taught to small groups during class time. Specialist
teachers direct the students on their instruments. Each
week an ensemble session is also taken by a specialist
tutor. At the end of the year all Year 5 students are
involved in a concert for parents.

The cost of the program is included in the School fees

and is heavily subsidised by the School. At the end of the
program students are encouraged to continue learning on
their chosen instrument.

Year 8 Instrument Program

In Year 8 all elective music students are encouraged

to undertake tuition on a wind instrument. After an
orientation process, an information evening is held for all
music students and parents. Students can choose from all
woodwind and brass instruments. Those who are learning
piano, voice or rhythm section instruments are strongly
urged to undertake tuition on a band instrument.

Students, in most cases, are provided with the instrument
free of charge for one semester. Tuition is undertaken

in groups of two and three for Semester 1. Tuition fees

are covered by the Music Department in an effort to
encourage students to continue learning their chosen
instrument.

For more details about these programs please contact the
Director of Music at Westminster.

WESTMINSTER'S CO-CURRICULAR PROGRAM

Westminster School offers an extensive and varied
co-curricular program, and we strongly encourage our
students to participate fully in it. The Performing Arts
aspects of this program includes:

Drama (Senior Play, Junior Play and Musical)
Co-curricular Dance

Music (Bands, Small Ensembles and Choirs)

Westminster seeks to provide opportunities for students
to discover personal/individual talents and interests.

The Performing Arts activities should complement the
student’s academic (curricular) program, thus developing
abalanced education for each child. These activities not
only allow opportunity for individual and group/team
involvement, but also provide a chance for students to
find success and a sense of their own personal worth
beyond the classroom.
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STUDENT PARTICIPATION

The School firmly believes in the worth and fulfillment

of participation in co-curricular activities and offers a
wide range of such activities. In Years 8 to 12 the School
encourages and expects involvement of all students in the
School'’s co-curricular program. In a situation where any
student may find difficulty conforming with the School’s
co-curricular policy, parents are encouraged to discuss
the matter with the Director of Activities, the Head of
Senior School or the Principal.

PRACTICES/REHEARSALS

Practices/rehearsals are held before, during and after
school, from 7.15 am onwards unless otherwise arranged.
The student must attend all practices, and it is the
responsibility of the child or parent to inform the Director/
staff member if the student is unable to attend.

SIMULTANEOUS PRACTICES/REHEARSAL

Where students can be involved in any co-curricular
activities that occur simultaneously, there can be
concerns with attendance at practices/rehearsals. The
School policy is that no child should be penalised in any
activity as a result of the breadth of their involvement. If a
student cannot attend both activities, then the student:
(1) must attend at least one practice/rehearsal per week
for each activity;

(2) must inform the Director of Activities, the Head of
House (of Year 8) or the staff concerned.

The School has established a strong tradition in

music, with the opportunity for individual and group
participation. Instrumental tuition can be arranged with
the Music Department and parents are requested to
notify the Music Office in these cases.

There is a range of vocal and instrumental ensembles
that rehearse before school, lunchtimes and after school..
Students are encouraged to join vocal and instrumental
groups. Some groups require auditions.

MUSIC PERFORMANCES

There are many opportunities for music students to
perform, both in, and outside of school. There are

regular lunchtime and assembly concerts, the annual
“Music Night” where instrumental and vocal ensembles
perform as well as opportunities to play with national and
international musicians. Westminster School ensembles
have a well established tradition of touring locally,
interstate and overseas.

SENIOR SCHOOL MUSIC GROUPS
(Groups may be formed dependent on numbers)

Flute Ensemble by invitation

Senior Concert Band no age restriction, by audition
Senior Orchestra by invitation

Senior Stage Band selected from Senior Concert Band
members, by audition

Senior String Ensemble selected from Orchestra
members

Vocal Ensemble by invitation/audition

Vocal Jazz Ensemble selected from Vocal Ensemble
members, by audition

Jazz Ensemble

Rock bands

Commitment

Once a student becomes a member of any of the above
ensembles a commitment for the calendar year is
expected, including all rehearsals and performances. Any
variations of this must be discussed with the Director
of Music well in advance. All students who become
involved in these ensembles must sign a ‘Conditions of
Membership’ form before rehearsals are undertaken.
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WESTMINSTER PREPARATORY SCHOOL
MUSIC PROGRAM

Music education plays an important role at Westminster
Preparatory School. We seek to nurture children’s
enjoyment and understanding of music, which we hope
will continue to enrich the quality of their lives in years

to come. Our diverse Music program consists of weekly
classroom lessons, an instrumental tuition program and a
co-curricular program. Our Music Department is based in
the heart of the Senior School, providing our Preparatory
School students the unique opportunity of working in
close conjunction with Senior School students.

CLASSROOM MUSIC CURRICULUM

Reception and Year 1

Musical concepts are taught through the use of both

Orff Schulwerk and Kodaly methodologies. Students
experience the joy of music and learn about basic music
elements through singing, movement, written and
instrument work. The musical highlight for the year is the
Junior Primary Nativity, which involves all students from
all Junior Primary year levels.

Year 2

The focus in Year 2 music is the string program. Each child
learns the violin, viola or cello for approximately three
terms. Within this program students experience both
small group and ensemble rehearsals. The program then
culminates in a concert for parents to enjoy. Following
this, the Year 2 students begin preparing for the Junior
Primary Nativity in which they take a lead role both
dramatically and musically.

Years 3 and 4

Music classes focus on an Orff Schulwerk-based program.
There is a particular focus on the use of percussion
instruments (un-tuned and tuned) as students’ ensemble
and reading skills are developed in preparation for the
Year 5 Band program.

Year 5

The focus in Year 5 music is the Band program. Each child
learns the flute, clarinet, trumpet or trombone within
small groups for the entire year. In Semester 2, all Year

5 students then combine to form a large ensemble in
which they have weekly hour rehearsals. The program
culminates in a concert for parents to enjoy.

Years 6 and 7

Beat, rhythm and ensemble skills continue to be
developed through class ensemble work. Students look at
avariety of musical styles and genres, including popular
music and also explore the main instruments used with
popular music. Orchestral instruments, their families and
the orchestral structure are learnt. Students also explore
music technology, looking at various programs and their
capabilities.

Year 3 & 4 String Ensemble

To support and encourage all of the Year 2 students

that continue tuition on their string instruments, we
offer a string ensemble for Year 3 and 4 students. This
occurs during the school day and is an addition to their
normal classroom music lesson. This group is seen as an
extension group for those children continuing to learn
their string instruments.

Year 6 & 7 Band

It is our aim to support and encourage students to
continue learning their band instruments following

the Year 5 program. We believe that because musicis a
practical subject, students will benefit most if they are
playing their instruments as much as possible. We also
feel that students enjoy their music and develop more
quickly through ensemble playing. Therefore, all students
in Year 6 and 7 who learn a band or string instrument are
encouraged to participate in the Year 6 and 7 classroom
ensemble. This is a weekly band lesson that aims to
support and nurture students learning and takes the place
of the normal classroom program.
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Preparatory School Co-Curricular Music Activities

The following groups rehearse every week for the whole of
the school year. Invitation to participate in some of these
groups is through an audition or invitation process.

Junior Choir

The Junior Choir provides students from Years 2 and 3
the opportunity to experience choral singing in a fun and
relaxed environment. Performance opportunities include
school assemblies, school functions and community
performances.

Canto Choir

The Canto Choir provides students from Years 4 to 7 the
opportunity to further extend their singing skills in a
relaxed and supportive environment. There is no audition
process for the Canto Choir, therefore this group is open
toall interested years 4 to 7 students. Performance
opportunities include school assemblies, school
functions and community performances.

Concert Choir

The Concert Choir is an auditioned group that consists

of children in Years 5, 6 and 7. It is compulsory that all
students in years 6 and 7 audition but optional for year

5 students. After auditioning, students may be offered a
position in either the Concert or Canto Choir. The Concert
Choiris re-auditioned each year.

The Concert Choir focuses on achieving a high standard
of performance within their school and community
performances. Bi-annually this group is involved in our
Westminster Preparatory School music tour.

Chapel Choir

The Chapel Choir consists of a small number of
auditioned students from Years 6 and 7. This group is
re-auditioned each year. Their role is to lead and enhance
the singing at weekly Preparatory School Chapel services.

Concert Band

Students who learn woodwind, brass, percussion or
keyboard are invited to join the Concert Band. It is
preferable that students have reached a desired standard
on their instrument before joining. Entry to this group is
at the discretion of the Preparatory school music teachers
and/or ensemble director.

String Ensemble

Students who learn violin, viola or cello are invited to
join the String Ensemble. It is preferable that students
have reached a desired standard on their instrument
before joining. Entry to this group is at the discretion of
the Preparatory school music teachers and/or ensemble
director.

Flute Ensemble

Students who learn Flute are invited to join the Flute
Ensemble. It is preferable that students have reached a
desired standard on their instrument before joining. Entry
to this group is at the discretion of the Preparatory school
music teachers and/or ensemble director.

Private Instrumental Tuition

We have a wide variety of instruments and tutors
available for students to learn on a private basis during
school hours. These optional lessons are scheduled in
conjunction with the class teacher and the Performing
Arts Assistant. Please contact the Music Department on
08 8276 0236 for more information.



